10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

HLSO07RS-1773 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2007
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 149

BY REPRESENTATIVE BADON

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Requests the Saints, the governor, and the Louisiana
Department of Economic Development to study and consider selecting the site of the
PlazaMall in New Orleans East asthe sitefor anew stadium and practicefacility for
the New Orleans Saints

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION
To urge and request the governor, the Saints organization, and the L ouisiana Department of

Economic Devel opment to study and consider selecting thesiteof PlazaMall in New

Orleans East asthe site for anew stadium and practice facility for the New Orleans

Saints.

WHEREAS, the L ouisiana Superdomeisalarge, multi purpose sportsand exhibition
facility located in the Central Business District of New Orleans and is the current home of
the New Orleans Saints of the National Football League (NFL); and

WHEREAS, the Superdome has been home to the Saints since the start of the 1975
NFL season; and

WHEREAS, in August 2005, Hurricane K atrinastruck New Orleans, devastating the
Superdome and the city; and

WHEREAS, the Saints organization and its fans were displaced throughout the
country after Hurricane Katrina; and

WHEREAS, it was decided by the NFL that the Saints would play their "home"
games during the 2005 season in Baton Rouge and San Antonio; and

WHEREAS, the Saints made a triumphant return home in 2006 when they came
within one game of playing in Super Bowl XLI; and

WHEREAS, the determination shown by the Saints was an inspiration to many

citizens still recovering from the devastation of Hurricane Katrina; and
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WHEREAS, the 2006 season consisted of record crowds, and season ticket sales
were at an all-time high; and

WHEREAS, the expanding popularity of football hasled many NFL teams over the
past decade to build new stadiums to accommodate fans, media, and sponsors; and

WHEREAS, the New Orleans VooDoo of the Arena Football League (AFL) have
been playing in the New Orleans Arena since 2004; and

WHEREAS, due to the growing popularity of arena football, the site for a new
stadium and training facility would be anideal |ocation for the New OrleansVooDoototrain
and practice; and

WHEREAS, theideafor a new stadium and training facility for the Saints has been
discussed and debated for many years; and

WHEREAS, many locations throughout New Orleans are available as possible sites
for a new stadium and training facility; and

WHEREAS, the Plaza Mall, once an economic beacon of New Orleans East, had
long ago fallen onto hard times as anchor stores and businesses pulled out of the area; and

WHEREAS, this area of New Orleans was ravaged by the effects of Hurricane
Katrina; and

WHEREAS, the building of a new stadium and training facility in this area would
help in the recovery effort; and

WHEREAS, the long-term economic impact of a new stadium and training facility
would be advantageous not only to this area, but to the entire city; and

WHEREAS, the PlazaMall in New Orleans East should be strongly considered as
alocation to build a new stadium and training facility for the Saints.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Legidature of Louisiana does hereby
urge and request the governor, the Saints organization, and the L ouisiana Department of
Economic Development to study and consider selecting the site of Plaza Mall in New
Orleans East as the site for anew stadium and practice facility for the New Orleans Saints.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to

Kathleen Babineaux Blanco, Governor of Louisiana, Tom Benson, owner of the New
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Orleans Saints, and Michael Olivier, Secretary of the Department of Economic

Development.

DIGEST

Thedigest printed below was prepared by House L egidlative Services. It constitutes no part
of the legidative instrument.

Badon HCR No. 149
Requeststhe governor, the Saints organization, and the L ouisiana Department of Economic

Development to study and consider selecting the site of PlazaMall in New Orleans East as
the site for anew stadium and practice facility for the New Orleans Saints.
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